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The introduction of digital technologies into 
the practices of documentation, analysis and 
dissemination of cultural heritage is today an issue 
not only in the sphere of computer science, but also 
in the humanities and social sciences as well as in 
conservation sciences. The approaches developed by 
the CNRS-MAP laboratory focus on the construction 
of knowledge hybridisation paths to address the 
design of innovative systems for analysing the 
state of conservation of heritage artefacts, studying 
their temporal transformations, discovering their 
morphological similarity with other artefacts far 
in space and in time. At a time when significant 
technological and methodological advances are 
renewing the possibilities, how can we make concrete 
use of these advances to observe, analyse, preserve, 
disseminate and reinvest our heritage in a more 
rational, open, economical and sustainable way? In 
this talk, I’ll try to put this challenge at the crossroads 
of a few trends that shape the contemporary 
landscape of digital humanities: the democratisation 
of digitisation means, the emergence of new 
approaches for the massive cross-analysis of digitised 
content, the on-going harmonisation of heritage 
information systems through the formalisation of 
multidisciplinary knowledge.
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